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THE  KING 
The  year  191 1  will  long  be  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  the  Empire  since  His  Gracious  Majesty 
King  George  V.  and  His  Royal  Consort  Queen  Mary 
were  crowned  in  June,  when  it  was  the  privi- 
lege of  the  Council  to  extend  to  His  Majesty  and 
His  Royal  Consort  their  heartiest  felicitations  and 
assurances  of  loyalty,  which  the  Council,  in  view  of 
His  Majesty's  recent  coronation  as  Emperor  of 
India,  take  this  opportunity  of  renewing. 

FESTIVAL  OF  EMPIRE 
In  response  to  an  invitation  addressed  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  arrangements  w^ere 
made  for  Newfoundland  to  join  the  other  oversea 
Dominions  in  celebrating  the  Coronation  of  our 
Gracious  King  and  Queen  at  the  Festival  of  Em-" 
pire  which  was  held  in  London  between  May  and 
October  of  the  present  year. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  Festival  was 
the  'Tageant  of  London"  representing  scenes  in 
the  life  of  the  great  City  from  the  earliest  times, 
and  also  notable  events  in  the  inception  and  de- 
velopment of  the  British  Empire.    Naturally  New- 
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foundland  loomed  in  view,  and  the  landing  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert,  and  the  hoisting  -of  the  first 
flag  of  the  overseas  Empire  were  selected  for  the 
opening  scene  in  Part  IV.  of  the  Pageant. 

A  Committee  composed  principally  of  Mem- 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  undertook  to  prepare  ex- 
hibits of  the  various  resources  of  this  Colony.  It 
was  arranged  that  these  exhibits  should  be  display- 
ed in  a  building  erected  for  the  purpose,  in  the 
grounds  of  the  Crystal  Palace.  The  design  of  the 
building  was  similar  to  that  of  the  Parliament 
Building  in  St.  John's.  The  floor  space,  aibout  lOO 
feet  by  80,  was  laid  out  so  as  to  present  an  attrac- 
tive sight  to  the  visitor  on  entering,  and  to  admit  of 
a  systematic  arrangement  of  exhibits  in  their  sev- 
eral classes.  The  walls  were  enlivened  by  three 
beautiful  paintings,  each  23  feet  by  16,  representing 
St.  John's,  Grand  Falls,  and  a  characteristic  salmon 
pool  amid  beautiful  scenery.  There  was  also  a 
double  row  of  enlarged  photographs  portraying  the 
beauties  of  the  Country,  the  sporting  attractio-ns, 
and  the  agricultural  development.  The  latter  in 
particular  was  an  amazement  to  the  visitors  who 
as  a  rule,  had  absorbed  the  traditional  ideas  of  a 
land  of  Fog  and  Cod. 

The  most  attractive  feature  of  the  ex- 
hibits was  a  working  model  of  the  Harmsworth 
paper  making  machinery.  This  model  which  took 
in  wood-chips  at  one  end  and  delivered  white  paper 
at  the  other,  was  continually  surrounded  by  a 
throng  of  interested  observers.    A  large  model  of 
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the  Grand  Falls  establishment  and  specimens  of 
pulp  wood  and  pulp  were  close  by  the  paper  making 
machine. 

The  Mineral  exhibit  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention.  There  was  a  very  fine  display  of  Bell 
Island  iron  ore,  with  its  product  in  various  stages 
of  completion,  viz.,  pig  iron,  finished  iron  and  polished 
steel.  A  very  interesting  portion  of  this  exhibit 
•was  a  core  of  iron  ore  14  feet  high,  which  was  ex- 
tracted several  miles  out  from  the  shore,  and  about 
1,000  feet  under  the  surface  of  the  waters  of  Con- 
ception Bay.  Very  fine  specimens  of  Copper  and 
various  other  ores  were  exhibited.  In  fact  the  min- 
eral exhibit  required  several  pages  in  the  official 
Catalogue  to  contain  the  descriptioin. 

An  exhibit  of  Oil  Shale  and  Bitumen  was  suf- 
ficently  attractive  to  induce  several  prominent  gent- 
lemen to  visit  this  Country  with  a  view  of  develop- 
ing the  deposits. 

The  Oil  shale  is  known  to  be  40  miles  in  length, 
and  the  Bitumen  30  miles,  and  judging  from  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  the  above  named  parties 
viewed  the  property  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
coming  year  mining  operations  may  take 'place  for 
the  development  of  these  areas.  If  only  one  mine 
or  industry  be  started  as  a  result  of  the  exhibits  at 
the  Festival  of  Empire  it  will  be  an  ample  justi- 
fication for  the  subscriptions  which  the  public  gave 
towards  the  Colony's  contribution  to  the  Festival 
of  Empire.  First  prizes  were  awarded  to  New- 
foundland for  Marble,  Slate  and  Granite. 
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There  was  a  very  fine  display  of  Sealskins  in 
every  stage  of  manufacture.  Leather  suitable  for 
boots,  carriage  leather,  and  many  other  varieties;  in 
addition  to  which  was  a  remarkable  collection  of 
handbags,  jewel  boxes,  and  various  ornamental 
articles.  The  beauty  of  some  of  these  astonished 
many  visitors  who  had  no  idea  that  Sealskins  were 
capable  of  such  enticing  preparation. 

The  native  Berries  attracted  much  attention, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  market  for  the  ex- 
port of  these  Berries  may  be  greatly  extended. 

Interested  enquiries  were  made  about  the  speci- 
mens of  dried  seagrass  (goose  grass)  for  which  a 
large  demand  exists,  and  if  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  for  the  collecting  and  drying 
of  this  product,  a  considerable  trade  may  result. 

The  Sporting  exhibit  which  did  great  credit  to 
the  ^'Sporting  Committee"  was  much  admired,  and 
the  magnificent  specimens  of  Caribou,  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  our  various  game  birds,  elicited  many 
expressions  of  desire  to  visit  the  "Sportsman's 
Paradise."  This  desire  was  enhanced  by  the  beau- 
ties of  the  scenery  portrayed  by  the  paintings  and 
photographs  inside  our  building,  and  by  the  realis- 
tic Panorama  on  the  "All  Red  Route"  where  on  one 
side  of  the  railroad  was  St.  John's  and  on  the  other 
side  a  beautiful  fishing  village. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  dense  ignorance 
which  prevailed  regarding  the  climate  and  re- 
sources of  Newfoundland  has  been,  to  a  great  ex- 
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tent,  dispelled  by  the  very  creditable  appearance  of 
the  Colony  at  the  Festival  of  Empire,  and  it  is  co-n- 
fidently  hoped  and  believed  that  the  development  of 
'the  resources  of  the  Colony  will  thereby  be  greatly 
facilitated. 

TRADE  CONDITIONS 

T'he  spirit  of  unrest  which  existed  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  and  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  season 
threatened  to  assume  shape  in  open  rebellion  was 
regarded  with  very  great  misgivings  by  those  en- 
gaged in  the  export  of  the  staple  of  this  Colony, 
for  if  rebellion  had  broken  out,  and  extended  to 
any  great  degree  in  either  country,  it  would  have 
had  a  most  disastrous  effect  o-n  the  marketing  of 
our  fish.  So  serious  was  the  position  in  Spain  that 
the  Trade  Commissioner  for  Newfoundland  then 
residing  at  Alicante  wrote  saying  that  cables  which 
had  been  sent  to  his  former  address  at  Malaga  had 
been  delayed  in  transmission  to  him  three  or  four 
days,  or  longer,  because  the  wires  had  been  cut, 
and  in  the  whole  of  Spain  there  was  not  one  spot 
quiet  excepting  Alicante.  Happily  these  countries 
have  settled  down  to  a  quieter  condition.,  and  we 
have  had  no  interference  with  our  trade  there  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  cholera  in  Italy  at  one  time  threatened  to 
assume  very  grave  proportions,  and  this  was  an- 
other cause  for  anxiety  to  our  Merchants,  but  above 
all  these,  was  the  unfortunate  m.isunderstanding 
between  Germany  on  one  side,  and  France  and 
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Great  Britain  o^n  the  other,  which  threatened  ta 
break  out  in  war  of  gigantic  proportions  at  any 
moment.  It  was  with  intense  anxiety  that  the 
cables  were  perused,  for  every  Merchant  felt  that 
if  such  a  war  were  to  take  place  the  prices  of  our  pro- 
ducts would  shrink  beyond  recognition,  while  the 
prices  of  all  provisions  would  advance  very  con- 
siderably. 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  deep  gratitude  that  the 
Council  note  the  fact  that  these  events  which  were 
foreshadowed,  and  which  would  have  spelt  more  or 
less  ruin  to  the  Colony,  have  not  taken  place,  but 
that  a  comparative  state  of  tranquility  has  super- 
vened, and  it  is  their  great  pleasure  to  record  that 
with  a  larger  fishery  than  last  year  and  higher 
prices,  the  Colony  'has  continued  its  course  of  pros- 
perity and  is  now  in  as  flourishing  a  conditio^n  as 
it  has  ever  been  in  its  history. 

The  conditions  above  outlined,  as  well  ^as  the 
short  catch  in  Nova  Scotia  brought  about  by  boist- 
erous weather  and  large  numbers  of  dog  fish,  the 
failure  of  our  own  squid  school  to  realize  even  an 
ordinary  voyage,  and  the  purchase  of  green  fish  by 
Gloucester  Firms,  as  well  as  the  short  supplies  of 
French  Lave  Fish,  have  all  contributed  to  create  a 
demand  for  Newfoundland  Fish,  which  was  much 
in  excess  of  the  supply,  resulting  in  a  rapid  and 
almost  unheard  of  advance  in  prices;  the  conse- 
quences of  which  was  a  brisk  and  satisfactory  fall 
trade  and  the  payment  of  fishery  accounts  to  a 
previously  unequalled  extent. 
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RECIPROCITY 

Reciprocity  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States  was  arranged  by  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, but  when  submitted  to  the  electorate  in 
Canda  was  overwhelmingly  defeated,  and  it  is 
therefore  not  now  a  live  question. 

THE   FRENCH   CATCH   AND  LABRADOR 

The  failure  of  the  French  to  deliver  the  fish  con- 
tracted for  owing  to  the  shortness  of  catch  (the  ex- 
ports from  St  Pierre  from  the  ist  January  to  the  31st 
October,  191 1,  being  less  than  that  for  the  same  period 
of  1910  by  about  20,000  quintals  of  dry  and  about 
135,000  quintals  green),  as  well  as  the  inferior  quality 
of  their  last  season's  make  enabled  the  shippers  of 
Labrador  to  realise  their  cargoes  without  loss,  and 
although  the  market  threatened  on  several  occasions 
to  break,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  although  the 
profits  realized  from  shipments  of  this  grade  of  fish 
have  been  small,  yet  no  actual  losses  have  occurred. 
The  outfit  for  the  Labrador  fishery  last  year  was  much 
smaller  than  that  of  previous  years,  yet  notwithstand- 
ing this  fact  the  catch  is  estimated  to  be  at  least 
150,000  quintals  greater  this  year  than  last,  while  the 
price  paid  this  season  exceeds  that  of  last  by  from 
50c.  to  70c.  per  quintal. 

SHORE  AND   BANK  CATCH 

The  Shore  and  Bank  Fisheries  have  been  success- 
ful, and  are  expected  to  yield  from  40,000  to  50,000 
quintals  more  than  last  season. 
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BRAZIL 

The  export  to  Brazil  up  to  the  end  of  November 
was  41,815  quintals  in  excess  of  last  year,  and  to. 
Italy  25,548  quintals  in  excess,  whilst  Spain  and 
all  other  countries  have  taken  more  fish  at  higher  prices 
than  last  year.  The  prices  which  have  prevailed  for 
this  article  have  been  unprecedentlv  high,  and  indeed 
they  have  reached  such  a  figure  (when  freight  and  the 
import  duties  imposed  by  foreign  countries  are  added) 
as  to  make  the  price  almost  prohibitive  to  a  large 
proportion  of  the  consumers  abroad. 

LOBSTERS 
The  lobster  industry  last  year  was  very  successful ; 
the  lobsters  packed  were  of  an  improved  quality  ow- 
ing to  their  better  size,  a  clear  evidence  of  the  wis- 
dom of  the  close  season  which  was  put  in  operation 
some  yea.s  ago.  The  number  of  lobsters  used  now 
per  case  averages  fully  icq  less  than  it  did  three  years 
ago.  While  the  catch  has  been  larger  by  4,042 
cases  than  last  year  the  prices  realized  by  the  packers 
have  also  been  better  to  the  extent  of  $1.50  to  $2.00 
per  case,  mainly  owing  to  the  brisk  demand  created  bv 
the  Coronation  festivities  in  England,  ihe  Council  are 
of  opinion  that  the  rigid  enforcement  of  ail  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  lobster  industry  and  of  such 
other  desirable  laws  as  experience  may  sug- 
gest should'  be  enacted,  would  cause  a  still 
further  and  marked  improvement  in  the  quality 
and  increase  the  value  of  this  important  industry,  and 
so  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  on  the  Department 
of  Marine  and  Fisheries  the  carrying  out  of  this  sug- 
gestion during  the  coming  year. 
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CANNED  SALMON 
Owing  to  the  numerous  complaints  which  were 
made  of  the  quahty  of  salmon  the  Council  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  Government  on  the  matter,  and  re- 
quested them  to  place  the  canning  of  salmon  under 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  canning  of  lob- 
sters. This  they  are  pleased  to  say  the  Government 
have  done,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  quality  of  canned 
salmon  may  thereby  be  limproved. 

WHALING 

The  whaling  industry  for  the  year  191 1  is  about 
20  per  cent,  short  of  1910,  and  shows  a  still  more 
considerable  falling  off  when  compared  with  the  catch 
of  the  three  previous  years.  The  whales  caught  this 
year  are  337  as  against  384  last  year,  and  about  500 
for  1C09.  The  yield  of  oil  is  8,237  barrels  this  year 
against  10,420  last  year,  and  the  yield  of  guano  445 
tons  against  618  tons;  the  total  value  of  tlvis  year's 
product  being  estimated  at  $145,000.00. 

SEALING 

The  seal  fishery  of  last  year  was  a  successful  one, 
but  the  voung  seals  were  of  an  unusually  small  size, 
and  not  only  yielded  a  smaller  quantity  of  oil  per  seal, 
but  also  oil  of  an  inferior  quality.  The  skins  were 
also  very  small,  and  did  not  return  the  shippers  any- 
thing like  the  prices  obtained  in  previous  years.  The 
increasing  of  the  number  of  crews  from  203  to  270 
did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  most  of  the  own- 
ers or  the  crews,  and  the  general  opinion  is  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  continue  this  increase. 
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OILS 

Cod  oil  has  reached  an  extremely  high  figure  ow- 
ing to  the  short  supply  of  1910,  followed  by  the  still 
shorter  supply  of  191 1.  The  fish  in  the  early  part  of 
this  year  were  thin,  and  the  livers  did  not  yield  the 
usual  quantity  of  oil,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
prices  have  ruled  very  high. 

The  prices  obtained  for  herrings  have  been  much 
in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  The  high  price  of  fish 
has  doubtless  largely  influenced  this  result. 

Cod  liver  oil  has  been  produced  to  some  extent 
and  is  unremunerative. 

The  crop  of  berries  this  year  is  very  small. 

LABRADOR  COAST  SURVEY 
The  observations  of  Captain  Winsor  in  his  report 
to  the  Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  for  1910 
in  reference  to  the  benefits  derived  by  certain  of  the 
fishermen  on  the  Labrador  from  the  use  of  trawls,  as 
well  as  information  received  by  the  Council  from 
numerous  sources  as  to  the  success  attending  all  fisher- 
men using  this  means  of  catching  fish,  and  the  numer- 
ous reports  which  have  been  made  from  time  to  time 
by  fishing  crafts  of  fishing  banks  off  several  parts  of 
the  coast  of  Labrador  and  the  east  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, would  seem  to  make  it  desirable  that  a  survey  of 
these  coasts  should  be  made,  and  that  the  fishing  banks 
which  are  known  to  exist  should  be  clearly  located. 
The  Council  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  desirability  of  at  once  making  a  thorough 
survey  of  these  coasts,  as  they  believe  that  as  a  result 
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of  such  a  survey  the  extent  of  the  fisheries  of  New- 
foundland would  be  largely  augumented. 

SQUID 

The  exports  of  squid  for  food  purposes  did  not 
result  satisfactorily.  The  quality  seems  to  have  met 
approval,  'but  the  returns  were  not  remunerative  to 
shippers.  It^would,  however,  seem  possible  to  make 
this  industry  of  permanent  value  to  the  Colony,  'fhere 
is  unquestionably  a  good  demand  for  this  article  in 
foreign  markets  at  fair  prices,  but  it  would  seem  that 
before  the  cure  of  squid  for  food  purposes  can  be 
carried  out  in  a  systematic  manner  the  Government 
would  have  to  legislate  so  as  to  permit  of  their  being 
caught  for  food  purposes  (exclusively)  by  net,  trap  or 
seine. 

MOTORS 

For  some  years  past  foreign  countries  have  used 
motors  as  a  means  of  auxiliary  propulsion  for  fishing 
vessels.  As  a  rule  the  motors  have  been  small  com- 
pared with  the  sizes  of  the  vessels  and  have  not  been 
calculated  to  do  more  than  move  schooners  from 
place  to  place  during  calm  weather  with  the  object 
of  securing  bait  or  fish  when  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  have  been  fishing  have  been  unsatisfactory  as  to 
results.  The  motor  engine  is  now  being  adopted  in 
Newfoundland,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that 
its  advent  will  largely  increase  the  facilities  for  pro- 
curing bait  and  catching  fish.  Many  of  them  are  ex- 
tremely simple,  and  any  intelligent  man  with  a  little 
care  can  operate  them  with  success.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Counil  that  if  they  are  judiciously  used  they 
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will  increase  the  quantity  of  fish  caught,  and  speedily 
pay  for  their  cost  and  maintenance. 

PISICULTURIST 
In  November  of  1910  the  Council  recommended 
by  resolution  that  a  pisiculturist  ought  to  be  appoint- 
ed to  enquire  into  certain  matters  connected  with  the 
fisheries  of  this  Colony. 

The  Council  desire  to  now  place  on  record 
their  appreciation  of  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  employing  Mr.  Simonsen,  codliver  oil  expert, 
to  carry  out  their  recommendations  and  to  visit  the 
codliver  oil  factories  of  the  Colony.  They  are  of 
opinion  that  if  the  services  of  Mr.  Simonsen,  or  of 
some  similar  expert  can  be  continued  to  the  Colony 
(under  certain  conditions)  that  his  advice  in  the  manu- 
facture of  codliver  oil ;  the  preservation  ox  bait  fishes ; 
and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  fisheries,  cannot 
fail  to  be  of  very  great  value  to  all  interested  in  these 
industries. 

INSPECTION 
The  inspection  of  fish  in  casks  for  export 
which  was  established  by  the  Board  of  Trade  last 
year  has  given  considerable  satisfaction,  and  the 
Council  have  found  it  necessary  to  engage  a  se- 
cond Inspector  in  the  person  of  Mr  N.  Callahan,  for 
the  busy  season,  to  help  Mr.  Thos.  Mundy  in  his 
duties.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  inspected 
fish  has  almost  invariably  given  satisfaction  to  the 
buyers,  while  in  many  instances  shipments  have 
been  bought  on  the  stipulation  that  the  fish  should 
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be  inspected  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  so  that  there 

is  no  doubt  that  the  inspection  is  being  recognised 
as  of  great  value. 

CULLERS 

That  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  Trade  can- 
not be  doubted  as  the  Cullers  employed  in  selecting 
fish  for  the  respective  foreign  markts  are  thereby 
educated  in  these  matters,  and  are  so  enabled  to  suc- 
cessfully deal  with  fish  when  being  landed  from 
crafts.  We  must,  of  course,  supply  our  foreign 
friends  with  what  they  require,  and  it  should  be  the 
constant  aim  of  all  interested  to  make  the  fish  in 
such  a  way  as  to  meet  their  approval. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  efforts 
which  the  Council  successfully  made  to  have  all 
cullers  employed  licensed.  .  The  Council  believe  that 
this  should  be  done  in  a  most  thorough  manner,  so  far 
as  the  law  provides,  in  order  to  guarantee  fair  play 
between  all  parties  coincerned  in  the  sale  and  pur- 
chase of  fish. 

PORTUGUESE  DUTIES 

The  Council  have  made  representations 
through  the  Government  to  the  Government  of 
Portugal  with  a  view  to  an  adjustment  of  duties 
levied  on  British  caught  fish.  Portugal  at  the  pre- 
sent time  admits  fish  caught  by  other  countries  at 
a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  it  does  that  which  is 
British  caught,  and  this  must  of  course  restrict  the 
consumption  of  British  caught  fish  since  it  does  not 
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enter  the  markets  of  Portugal  on  the  same  terms 
as  others.  The  Council  have  therefore  used  their 
best  endeavours  to  get  Newfoundland  placed  on 
equal  terms  with  other  countries. 

FISHERY  STATISTICS 
The  Council  made  efforts  during  the  past  year 
to  obtain  Fishery  Statistics  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Trade,  but  they  regret  to  find  that  the  returns  made 
were  in  many  cases  quite  unreliable,  besides  which 
some  of  the  fishermen  themselves  positively  refused  to 
give  particulars  of  their  catch. '  That  the  suppres- 
sion of  these  facts  is  very  much  against  the  realisa- 
tion of  satisfactory  prices  cannot  be  doubted,  and 
if  this  course  is  pursued  in  the  future,  suspicion  will 
be  created  in  the  minds  of  the  buyers  of  fish  which 
will  mak^  them  very  loath  to  purchase,  and  the 
producers  may  find  thems'elves  in  the  fall  of  the 
year,  when  the  catch  is  rushed  to  the  market,  with  a 
very  heavy  collapse  in  prices,  which  might,  with 
accurate  information  as  to  the  catch,  have  been 
avoided.  Governments  of  such  progressive  coun- 
tries as  Norway  and  France  do  not  hesitate  to  pub- 
lish statistics  of  their  fisheries  to  the  great  advant- 
age of  the  producers,  and  it  is  very  regrettable  in- 
deed that  the  efforts  of  the  Council  to,  in  some  de- 
gree, obtain  statistics  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
have  been  thwarted. 

COLD  STORAGE 
Messrs.  Trefethen  and  Lord  have    formed  a 
Company  for  dealing  with  Cold  Storage,  etc.,  to  be 
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known  as  the  United  Fisheries  Company  of 
America,  and  it  is  anticipated  their  operations  will 
soon  be  of  a  considerable  extent. 

CURB   OF  FISH 

The  cure  of  Codfish  during  the  past  year  has 
left  very  much  to  be  desired.  The  foreign  markets 
have  been  clamouring  during  the  whole  of  the  sea- 
son for  Prime  Merchantable  Fish  which  the  Mer- 
chants have  found  it  impossible  to  supply.  That 
the  cure  of  fish  is  deteriorating  year  by  year  there 
can  be  no  question.  The  problem  is,  what  can  be 
done  to  remedy  it?  Suggestions  have  been  made 
that  the  fish  should  be  bought  green  and  made  by 
the  Merchants,  also  that  the  Government  should 
establish  either  by  means  of  subsidy,  or  on  their 
own  account  one  or  two  experimental  fish  curing 
stations  at  which  cargoes  of  salt  bulk  or  green  fish 
could  be  landed  and  cured  at  a  given  rate  per 
quintal.  The  fishermen  themselves  cannot  give 
sufficient  time  during  the  fishing  season  to  attend 
to  the  cure  of  their  fish  properly,  and  if  such  a  sta- 
tion were  established  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  its  product  would  be  much  in  advance  of  the 
•ordinary  cure  and  that  the  fishermen  themselves 
would  hail  it  with  much  satisfaction,  and  be  quite 
willing  to  pay  the  cost  of  curing.  That  the  method 
of  buying  fish  talqual  has  much  to  do  with  the  de- 
cline in  the  good  cure  of  fish  cannot  be  questioned, 
since  it  does  not  dififerentiate  between  the  fish,  which 
is  of  good  quality,  the  result  of  great  care  and  labor, 
and  that  which  is  indifferently  attended  to.  It  seems  as 
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if  some  drastic  measure  -were  necessary,  not  only  to 
enable  the  man  who  cures  his  fish  well  to  obtain 
adequate  remuneration  for  his  labor,  but  also  for 
the  sake  of  the  Colony's  welfare,  and  apart  from 
the  suggestions  above  mentioned,  it  would  seem 
that  a  system  of  inspection  to  be  established 
throughout  the  Colony  by  the  Government  (the 
carrying  out  of  which  should  be  delegated  to  some 
independent  body  entirely  outside  the  pale  of  poli- 
tical influence)  might  achieve  the  result,  and  so  im- 
prove the  prices  of  fish,  benefiting  at  once  the  fish- 
erman, the  Colony  and  the  consumer. 

BAIT 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  catch  of  fish 
might  be  largely  augmented  if  proper  supplies  of  bait 
in  the  shape  of  frozen  squid  could.be  obtained,  and  so 
have  for  some  time  past  been  making  enquiries 
into  the  matter  with  the  object  of  reporting  to  the 
Government  thereon,  and  if  possible,  inducing 
them  to  take  up  a  comprehensive  scheme,  which 
would  be  calculated  to  furnish  a  supply  of  bait  at 
such  points  as  it  might  be  required.  The  opposi- 
tion which  was  shown  by  the  fishermen  proceed- 
ing to  Labrador  to  trawling  has  entirely  disappeared 
by  reason  of  the  experience  they  have  had  with  this 
method  of  fishing  on  that  Coast,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  the  Council's  recommendations  in  this  matter 
have  been  proven  wise  by  the  results.  It  is  perhaps 
more  necessary  to  furnish  trawlers  on  the  Labrador 
with  supplies  of  bait  than  to  any  other  section  of 
fishermen. 
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CUSTOMS  OF  TRADE  ABROAD 
Certain  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
during  the  past  two  years  made  successful  efforts  to 
improve  the  usages  of  trade  with  foreign  countries. 
Mr.  George  Hawes  has  been  at  work  in  Spain  for 
over  two  years  with  the  result  that  many  abuses  of 
the  Trade  have  been  eliminated,  and  although  there 
is  much  yet  to  do,  the  trade  with  that  Country  in 
fish  seems  to  be  approaching  a  business  basis  similar 
to  that  which  prevails  between  other  Countries  in 
other  products ;  selling  contracts  defining  the  rights 
of  seller  and  buyer  have  been  put  in  operation. 

Other  members  of  the  Board  have  sent  Mr. 
Hugh  LeMessurier  to  Italy  to  work  on  similar  lines 
to  those  of  Mr.  Hawes.  Both  these  gentlemen  have 
been  appointed  Trade  Commissioners  for  Newfound- 
land by  the  Newfoundland  Government.  Their 
engagement  by  the  Fish  Exporters  has  made  it  pos- 
sible to  do  this  without  expense  to  the  Colony,  and 
they  are  there  always  on  the  alert  to  look  after  the 
Colony's  special  interests.  While  other  members 
have  appointed  Signor  G.  T.  da  Fonseca-Araujo  as 
their  special  agent,  who  has  co-operated  with  above 
named  gentlemen  in  maintaining  the  market,  and 
the  enforcement  of  sound  commercial  principles. 

The  Newfoundland  Agency  has  been  established 
in  Alicante  this  year  with  a  capital  of  v$ioo,ooo,  one- 
fourth  of  which  has  been  fully  subscribed.  The 
business  of  this  Agency  is  the  selling  of  fish 
and  other  Newfoundland  products  on  commission. 
Its  operation  has  been  eminently  successful  this 
year,  for  it  has  succeeded  in  maintaining  the  mar- 
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ket  prices  which  would  otherwise  have  given  way, 
and  it  seems  as  if  there  is  a  good  future  before  it. 
The  unjust  claims  which  were  icften  formulated 
against  shippers  here  (which  individual  shippers 
found  it  impossible  to  contest  owing  to  the  large 
expense  and  inconvenience)  has  been  met  by  the 
formation  of  the  Fish  Exporters'  Defence  Association. 
The  object  of  this  Association  is  to  contest  every 
claim  which  on  examination  is  thought  to  be  un- 
just, and  to  defend,  against  violation,  all  sound  com- 
mercial principles;  the  whole  of  the  members  con- 
tributing pro-rata  towards  the  cost. 

HERRINGS 
An  effort  was  made  to  establish  an  inspection  of 
herring,  and  was  carried  out  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. It  was  surprising  when  herrings  were  examined 
to  find  the  sizes  mixed  together  in  such  an  indiscrim- 
inate manner  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  barrels  were 
short  of  weight.  It  would  not  infrequently  happen 
that  as.  much  as  30  or  even  40  lbs.  had  to  be  added 
to  the  barrel  to  complete  the  weight  required  by  law. 
This  inspection  will  be  continued  during  the  season  of 
1912,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  herrings  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Board  for  their  certificate  may  be  packed  in  a 
uniform  manner  and  of  full  weight.  The  object  of 
this  inspection  is  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  consumer, 
which  accomplished,  will  undoubtedly  raise  thedr 
value  and  so  benefit  the  producers. 

COD   LIVER  OIL 
The  Council  is  now  considering  the  establishing 
of  an  inspection  of  codliver    oil  for    medicinal  use. 
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There  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the  Newfoundland 
codliver  oil  should  not  fetch  fully  as  much  as  the 
Norwegian.  The  fish  itself  is  recognized  all  over  the 
world  as  being  the  finest  of  its  species,  and  it  seems 
a  fair  deduction  to  suppose  that  its  oil,  if  properly 
treated,  would  obtain  a  like  recognition. 

BERRIES 

The  inspection  of  berries  which  was  undertaken 
last  year  at  the  instance  of  the  exporters  of  this  fruit 
has  been  continued  this  year,  but  owing  to  the  small 
crop  the  quantity  inspected  is  only  2,229  barrels  against 
5,882  barrels  last  year.  This  inspection  simply  guar- 
antees to  the  buyers  that  each  barrel  contains  20  gal- 
lons of  good  merchantable  berries,  and  that  the  pack- 
age itself  is  suitable  to  carry  them. 

The  importance  of  this  inspection  cannot  be  exag- 
gerated ;  the  berries  attracted,  as  has  already  been  said, 
very  considerable  notice  at  the  Festival  of  Empire,  but 
unless  they  are  put  up  in  a  really  merchantable  con- 
dition, and  the  berries  themselves  are  of  merchant- 
able quality,  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  at  the 
Festival  of  Empire,  and  in  others  ways  to  bring  them 
to  the  favorable  notice  of  consumers  abroad,  will  be 
absolutely  wasted,  and  the  co-operation  of  all'engaged 
in  the  berry  business  whether  as  pickers,  buyers,  or 
exporters,  is  earnestly  hoped  for,  so  as  to  enlarge  our 
market  and  increase  the  price  of  this  article,  since  the 
berries  grow  in  great  profusion  in  nearly  all  parts  of 
the  island  in  an  uncultivated  or  wild  condition.  Up 
to  the  present  the  market  for  these  goods  has  been 
confined  to  the  United  States,  and  until  the  Board  of 


22 


Trade  inspection  took  place  they  were  in  very  great 
diisfavor  owing  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  pack- 
ed and  shipped,  but  there  is  no  reason  why,  with  care, 
other  countries  should  not  become  large  purchasers, 
and  thus  by  competition  raise  the  price  materially. 

DIRECT  STEAMERS 
An  important  influence  has  been  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Spanish  and  Italian  markets  by  the 
direct  line  of  steamers  which  was  started  last  year 
by  the  Newfoundland  Shipping  Company,  and 
which  has  been  co'ntinued  this  year.  The  Red 
Cross  and  Furness  Lines  have  combined  to  also 
put  on  a  number  of  steamers  to  Spanish  and 
Italian  ports  direct  The  shipments  by  these  direct 
steamers  have  enlarged  the  market  in  several  ways, 
first  of  all  by  getting  the  new  season's  fish  to 
market  some  fortnight  or  three  weeks  earlier  than 
it  was  possible  to  do  by  way  of  Liverpool,  and 
thus  giving  a  lengthened  period  of  consumption. 
The  fish  hais  invariably  arrived  in  good  order.  The 
damage  likely  to  occur  by  a  long  passage  and  de- 
lay in  transhipment  via  Liverpool  or  New  York 
has  been  avoided. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  communication  with 
the  West  Indies  and  Brazils  may  in  the  near  future 
be  placed  upon  a  better  basis  than  it  is  at  present. 

The  building  of  a  vessel  with  motor  engines  for  • 
the  Brazil  trade  would  seem  to  indicate  a  way  in 
which  this  may  be  done  at  reasonable    rates  of 
freight  with  great  advantage  to    shipper    and  buyer 
alike.    That  there  is  a  great    future    before  the 
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motor  engine  cannot  be  questioned  when  we  con- 
sider the  large  ocean-going  vessels  which  are  now 
being  equipped  exclusively  with  this  mode  of  pro- 
pulsion. That  Halifax  has  been  getting  better 
prices  for  its  fish  in  the  West  Indies  and  other 
places  than  we  have,  by  reason  of  the  better  steam- 
ship facilities,  has  long  been  known,  and  the  Coun- 
cil believe  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  possible 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Colony  that  im- 
proved communication  with  out  foreign  customers 
should  be  arranged  as  soon  as  possible. 

RED  CROSS  LINE 
The  service  rendered  by  the  Red  Cross  Line  last 
year  between  St.  John's  and  New  York  was  very 
satisfactory  to  both  passengers  and  shippers.  It 
is,  however,  regrettable  that  they  give  cause 
for  complaint  by  permitting  some  of  th^ir  officers 
to  supply  the  fruit  trade  here.  The  importers  of 
fruit  complain  that  while  they  have  to  keep  a  ware- 
house and  staflf  and  pay  taxes  they  are  not  able  to 
compete  with  the  officers  of  the  ship  who  come  here 
and  sell  in  competition  without  any  such  expenses. 

BLACK  DIAMOND  LINE 
The  Black  Diamond  Line  steamers  from  Mont- 
real to  St.  John's  also  gave  a  very  good  service, 
and  excepting  at  the  end  of  the  season,  when  the 
heavy  fall  shipments  were  on,  the  freight  from 
Mointreal  received  fairly  good  despatch.  The  in- 
convenience suflfered  by  the  trade  at  the  end  of  the 
season  through  delayed  shipment  arose  from  large 
quantities  of  goods    being    unexpectedly  offered, 


24 


coupled  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  outside 
steamers.  This  inconvenience  has  been  represent- 
ed to  the  management  of  the  Black  Diamond  Line, 
and  they  have  promised  to  try  to  remedy  the  mat- 
ter next  year.  They  deserve  credit  for  having  main 
tained  a  regular  rate  of  freight  in  spite  of  the  ad- 
vance of  charters  all  the  world  over. 

REID   NFLD,  COMPANY 

The  Council  regret  that  they  cannot  give  like 
praise  to  the  Reid  Newfoundland  Company  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  co-nducted  their  busi- 
ness during  the  past  year.  The  local  trains  have 
arrived  late,  and  in  some  instances  have  been 
despatched  from  one  to  three  hours  after  their 
schedule  time  of  departure.  It  has  been  impossible 
to  obtain  prompt  supplies  of  cars  for  carloads  of 
goods.  Shippers  in  St.  John's  have  been  much 
hampered  by  the  delayed  delivery  of  their  ship- 
ments. The  facilities  for  receiving  and  delivering 
freight  at  St.  John's  have  been  inadequate  (during 
the  fall  months')  to  deal  with  the  traffic.  Passen- 
gers who  ought  to  have  arrived  here  at  9.T.S  p-ni. 
have  frequently  not  arrived  until  after  midnight. 
Large  quantities  of  freight  have  accumulated  at  Syd- 
ney awaiting  removal  by  the  Reid  Nfld.  *Co.  The  com- 
plaints made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  shippers 
and  passengers  have  been  quite  numerous  and 
energetic,  and  for  these  reasons  the  Council  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee  to  investigate  the  matter. 
The  committee  invited  Mr.  W.  D.  Reid,  President 
of  the  Reid  Newfoundland    Company,    to  confer 
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with  them'  O'n  the  various  matters,  which  invitation 
was  accepted.  Mr.  Reid  gave  assurances  -to  the 
committee  that  the  various  matters  which  had  been 
brought  to  his  notice  would  be  remedied,  particu- 
larising the  late  arrival  of  local  passenger  trains 
in  St.  John's,  the  late  despatch^from  starting  points, 
notably  Placentia,  and  he  stated  that  by  an  im- 
proved method  of  handling  freight  which  they  had 
recently  adopted,  the  arrival  of  the  local  trains 
would  be  much  facilitated.  'Mr.  Reid  also  stated, 
in  reply  to  questions  of  the  committee,  that  their 
company  were  increasing  their  rolling  stock  by 
building  a  box  car  a  week,  which  they  hoped  to 
increase  to  two  per  week  very  soon.  They  were 
also  constructing  a  -number  of  engines.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  at  all  but  that  one  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties with  the  Reid  Newfoundland  Company  is 
the  i'nsufficiency  of  their  rclling  stock  to  meet  the 
•traffic  which  has  been  ofifered  them,  and  it  would 
seem  a,s  if  the  provisions  which  they  have  now 
made  will  also  prove  quite  inadequate  in  the  com- 
ing year  if  their  business  shows  such  an  increase 
as  it  has  done  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 
Mr.  Reid  assured  the  committee  that  the  freight 
had  inow  been  removed  from  Sydney,  and  that 
there  was  no  delay,  and  he  hoped  with  the  advent 
of  the  new  Bruce  that  there  would  be  none  during 
the  winter.  Next  spring  there  would  be  at  least  two 
trains  a  day  fromi  St.  John's  across  country,  one  a 
freight  and  accommodation  combined,  and  the  other 
an  express,  which  he  felt  confident  would  carry  all 
the  traffic  offered,  and  would  certainly  prevent  any 
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similar  delay  to  those  which  had  occurred  this  year.. 
The  Council  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Reid  New- 
foundland Company  that  the  matters  herein  refer- 
red to  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  trade  of  the 
Colony,  and  they  anticipate  with  pleasure  that  the 
promises  of  Mr.  Reid  made  to  the  sub-committee 
will  be  carried  out  to  their  full  extent. 

The  Council  is  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Reid 
Nfld.  Co.  have  at  least  sixty  apprentices  in  their 
machine  sbcps ;  the  technical  education  they  will 
receive  in  their  special  departments  cannot  fail  to 
be  of  great  benefit  to  them;  and  the  Council  take 
cognizance  of  the  benefit  resulting  and  likely  to 
result  to  the  city  from  the  Reid  Nfld.  Co's  com- 
mendable enterprise  in  the  construction  and  build- 
ing of  part  at  least  of  their  rolling  stock  here. 

COMMON    CARRIERS'  ACT 

The  Council's  attention  having  been  called  to 
the  conflict  in  terms  of  contract  issued  by  some  of 
the  common  carriers  and  those  permissable  under 
the  Common  Carriers  Act  of  Great  Britain,  efforts 
are  being  made  to  obtain  information  as  to  legisla- 
tion passed  in  other  colonies  to  meet  this  anomal^ 
ous  condition,  and  as  soon  as  sufficient  data  has 
been  collected  the  Council  will  report  further. 

MARINE    INSURANCE  CO. 

For  some  years  past  it  has  been  felt  that  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  form  a  local  Marine 
Insurance  Company.    This  desire  has  been  given. 
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€ffect  to  under  the  Board's  influence  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Newfoundland  Marine  Insurance 
Company,  Limited,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000. 

MARINE  DOCK 

At  Plarbor  Grace  a  Marine  Dock  has  been 
co'Ustructed  of  substantial  proportions,  which  is 
calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to  crafts  visiting  that 
city. 

BONDS 

At  the  end  of  last  year  information  was  placed 
before  the  Council  which  showed  that  the  privi- 
lege of  paying  duty  by  means  of  a  four  months' 
bond  with  interest  added  was,  in  certain  cases,  be- 
ing abused.  Especially  was  this  the  case  in  those 
articles  which  had  a  ready  sale,  the  duty  upon 
which  is  equal  to  or  exceeds  the  original  cost  of 
the  article,  as  is  the  case  with  sugar  and  spirituous 
liquor.  It  seem-s  to  have  been  the  practice  of  some 
houses  here  to  import  these  articles,  giving  bonds 
for  the  duties,  and  to  then  immediately  sell  them 
at  the  cost  of  importation  or  less,  and  thus  finance 
their  business  O'n  money  borrowed  from  tKe  Gov- 
ernment;  but  beyond  this  this  practice  set  up  a 
competition  which  was  unfair  to  those  importers 
who  were  doing  their  business  on  legitimate  lines. 
The  Council,  therefore,  then  represented  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Government  and  recommended  that 
bonds  for  the  payment  of  duty  on  sugar  and  spirit- 
uous liquor  should  not  be  permitted,  and  the  Coun- 
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cil  regret  that  the  Government  did  not  see  their 
way  clear  to  promtptly  fall  in  with  this  recom'- 
mendation.  The  wisdom  of  such  a  course  has  been 
accentuated  by  recent  events,  the  whole  matter  has 
been  reconsidered  by  the  Council,  and  they  are 
now  forwarding  the  following  resolutions  to  the 
Government,  asking  for  the  entire  abolition  of 
tonds  as  a  means  of  paying  duties  on  imported 
goods.  The  Council  earnestly  hope  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  give  effect  to  their  representations  in 
this  matter. 

WHEREAS  on  30th  December,  1910,  last  the 
subject  of  the  acceptance  of  four  months  bonds 
against  duties  upon  -imported  articles  was  discussed 
by  the  Council ; 

AND  WHEREAS  a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Premier  on  21st  January,  191 1,  recommending  that 
the  acceptance  of  bonds  in  connection  with  certain 
specific  articles  should  be  discontinued  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  trade ; 

AND  WHEREAS  recent  developments  have 
tended  to  emphasize  the  dangers  incidental  to  the 
present  system; 

RESOLVED — That  -it  is  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  this  meeting  of  the  Council  that  the  acceptance  of 
bonds  payable  four  months  after  date  for  Custom 
duties  is  detrimental  to  the  general  interest  both  of 
the  Colony  and  its  trade,  and  ought  to  be  abolished. 
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CHATTEL  MORTGAGES 

The  present  method  of  registering  chattel 
mortgages  would  seem  to  place  some  creditors  at 
a  disadvantage  as  comipared  with  others.  After 
carefully  considering  the  matters  from  all  stand- 
points, the  Council  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  matter,  and  hope  as  a  result 
that  this  important  question  will  be  placed  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis,  so  that  all  creditors  may 
be  placed  on  an  equal  footing. 

MANUFACTURES 

The  general  prosperity  which  has  prevailed 
throughout  the  Colony  during  the  past  year  has 
been  felt  by  the  local  manufacturers,  and  their  full 
staffs  have  been  busily  employed  during  the  whole 
season  in  supplying  the  increased  demand. 

AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture  has  received  a  considerable  im- 
petus from  the  exhibitions  which  the  Government 
have  been  holding  in  the  more  important  lowns  of 
the  Colony.  The  quality  of  the  exhibits  'has  been 
all  that  could  be  wished  for.  The  interest  taken  in 
these  exhibitions  by  the  people  has  been  very  keen. 
A  few  years  ago  it  was  the  custom  to  give  seed, 
rather  as  an  act  of  charity  than  under  any  definite 
system,  and  it  was  often  consumed  for  food,  not 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 
Methods  of  improving  live  stock  were  distinctly 
primitive.    These  methods  have  now  been  aban- 
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doned  and  new  ones  established  by  the  Govern- 
ment. There  are  at  the  present  moment  upwards 
of  ninety  societies  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony 
to  which  the  seed  and  stock  are  sent  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  societies  are  responsible  for 
•their  proper  distribution  and  use.  Each  one  of  the 
societies  has  a  secretary,  who  is  usually  the  school 
teacher,  at  a  fixed  salary  of  $20  a  year,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  the  societies  work  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  any  policy 
which  is  designed  to  educate  the  people  in  this  im- 
portant matter  will  greatly  increase  the  wealth  of 
the  Colony,  as  well  as  the  comfort  of  individuals 
by  an  improvement  in  their  health  resulting  from 
fuller  supplies  of  vegetables  and  milk. 

LUMBER 

The  lumbering  industry  was  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, the  winter  weather  conditions  being  favorable 
for  loggers.  Between  three  hundred  and  four  hund- 
red mills  of  various  seizes  were  in  operation  through- 
out the  country  during  the  summer  months,  the  pro- 
duct of  most  of  which  was  consumed  locally,  some 
6,cco,cco  feet  only  being  exported.  There  are  no 
adequate  figures  available  to  tabulate  local  consump- 
tion, but  the  evidence  points  to  a  considerable  in- 
crease. It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Government  will  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
the  fires  which  were  so  frequent  along  the  route  of 
the  railway  before  the  patrol  was  established.  * 
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CONSUMPTION 
The  recent  action  of  the  Government  in  decid- 
ing to  make  the  fight  against  tuberculosis  in  all  its 
forms  a  national  one  meets  with  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  Council.  The  fight  against  this  dread 
disease  in  this  Colony  has  been  heretofore  carried  on 
by  the  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Con- 
sumption. They  have  made  a  valiant  fight 
against  this  dread  disease,  and  in  this  they  have 
been  loyally  supported  by  the  Government  and 
their  Excellencies  Sir  Ralph  and  Lady  Williams, 
(who  have  always  shown  themselves  desirous  of 
rendering  any  service  possible  to  any  movem-ent 
which  may  have  for  its  objects  the  amelioration  of 
the  conditions  or  of  the  uplifting  of  the  people). 
The  Council  desire  to  express  their  earnest  desire 
to  see  the  efiforts  of  the  Government  crowned  with 
success,  and  assure  them  of  their  heartiest  support 
in  all  measures  which  will  tend  to  the  improvement 
of  the  health  of  the  Colony.  The  Council  hope  and 
believe  that  His  Majesty's  Government  will,  as 
they  have  already  done,  realise  the  importance  of 
dealing  with  this  grave  question  from  the  highest 
possible  standpoint;  and  that  the  management  of 
the  campaign  against  consumption  and  the  officers 
who  may  be  appointed  to  carry  it  out  will  be  so 
ordered  as  to  secure  the  best  scientific  knowledge 
and  efficiency  of  service. 
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SEAMAN'S  INSTITUTE 
Dr.  Grenfell  and  his  friends  have  interested 
themselves  in  and  contributed  liberally  towards  the 
King  George  the  Fifth's  Institute,  and  the 
magnificent  building  o-n  the  lower  end  of  Water 
Street  bears  ample  testimony  to  the  thoroughness 
with  which  this  work  has  been  done,  and  its  ex- 
cellent scheme  of  arrangements  shows  with  what 
care  the  interests  of  the  fishermen  and  seamen  of 
Newfoundland  have  been  considered.  The  founda- 
tion stone  of  this  building  was  laid  by  cable  by  His 
Gracious  Majesty  King  George  V.,  in  the  presence 
of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  a  large  as- 
semblage of  citizens,  which  would  doubtless  have 
been  much  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather.  It  is  hcped  that  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  the  institution  will  be  in  full 
operation.  The  Council  earnestly  hope  that  the 
provisions  made  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  and  fish- 
ermen visiting  St.  John's  may  be  availed  of  to  their 
full  extent.  " 

DREDGE 

The  Government  have  arranged  for  a  powerful 
dredge  to  operate  in  the  harbor  of  St.  John's  and 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  arrive  here  during  May  or 
June,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  harbor  from  a 
hygienic  standpoint  will  be  much  improved,  and 
lhat  the  depth  of  water  around  the  wharves  will  be 
largely  increased  so  as  to  give  additional  facilities 
to  the  chipping  visiting  this  port. 

Scarcely  less  important  is  the  proper  regula- 
tion of  the  mooring  oi  crafts  in  the  harbor,  espec- 
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ially  during  the  winter.  Several  schooners  have 
been  adrift,  either  frcm  being  improperly  or  in- 
sufficiently moored,  while  some  are  sunk,  and  it 
-appears  that  there  is  no  legislative  authority 
€na'bling  the  Harbor  Master  or  anyone  else  to 
deal  with  these  matters.  The  Council,  therefore, 
call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this  most 
important  question,  and  trust  that  during  the  com- 
ing session  of  the  House  of  Assembly  they  may 
see  their  way  to  give  legislative  authority  to  the 
Harbor  Master  or  the  Department  of  Marine  and 
Fisheries  to  deal  with  these  matters. 

PBAT 

The  utilisation  of  our  peat  is  still  being  con- 
sidered. The  Council  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Government  are  still  receiving  favorable  com- 
munications on  the  subject. 

TELEPHONES  AND  HOTELS 
The  telephones  and  hotel  are  still  receiving  the 
attention  'cf  the  Council,  and  although  the  Council 
cannot  report  anything  of  a  definite  character  as 
having  been  done  they  believe  that  substantial  pro- 
gress is  being  made,  and  that  ere  long,  one,' or  both 
of  these  projects  may  be  accomplished. 

TARIFF 

The  tariff  presents  many  anomalies.  The 
Council  are  not  indifferent  to  this,  and  they  h-cpe 
as  scon  as  time  permits  to  invite  the  co-operation 
of  the  Government  to  a  consideration  of  this  mat- 
ter with  a  view  to  its  re-adjustment. 
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MUNICIPAL 

A  Sub-Committee  the  Board  of  Trade  was 
appointed  to  consider  municipal  affairs,  consisting 
of  the  following  gentlemen — 

His  Honor  the  Mayor, 

Hon.  M.  R  Gibbs, 

Hon.  John  Harris, 

Hon.  John  Harvey, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Robinson, 

Mr.  J.  R.  Bennett, 

Mr.  P.  T.  McGrath, 

Mr.  J.  W.  Withers, 

Mr.  W.  G.  Gosling,  Convener. 

This  Sub-Committee  was  purely  deliberative. 
It  was  thought  that  if  the  gentlemen  nominated, 
many  of  whom  had  had  considerable  experience  in 
municipal  affairs,  would  meet  and  discuss  the  var- 
ious problem-s  of  civic  management,  that  they 
might  make  suggestions  of  considerable  value. 

Several  meetings  were  held,  when  the  water 
supply,  sewerage,  proper  housing  of  the  laboring 
classes,  taxation,  etc.,  were  discussed,  and  much  in- 
•  formation  furnished,  especially  by  the  Mayor  and 
Mr.  Slattery.  No  resolutions  were  passed  and  no 
findings  made  by  the  Committee,  but  it  was  evident 
from  information  obtained  that  the  condition  of  the 
town  would  be  vastly  improved  if  the  laws  at  pre- 
sent on  the  Statute  Book,  especially  in  regard  to 
water  and  sewerage  connections  and  house  inspec- 
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tion,  were  rigidly  enforced.  During  the  summer  a 
large  number  of  houses  have  been  connected  with  the 
sewers. 

It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  taxes  were 
fairly  well  paid  up.  It  was  also  demonstrated  that 
no  great  improvement  could  be  made  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  city  under  the  present  scale  of  taxa- 
tion. If  we  are  to  have  a  cleaner,  healthier,  more 
teautiful  city,  w^e  must  be  prepared  to  pay  for  it. 

The  condition  of  the  unauthorized  settlement 
which  has  grown  up  at  the  base  of  Signal  Hill  was 
discussed,  and  much  animadverted  upon. 

During  the  summer  the  meetings  were  discon- 
tinued, but  it  is  intended  to  resume  them  as  soon 
as  the  busy  season  is  over,  after  which  it  is  hoped 
that  a  full  report  may  be  submitted. 

OUR   ROOMS,  ETC. 

The  Council  has  had  much  pleasure  in  the 
past  year  in  granting  the  use  of  its  rooms  for  many 
purposes  which  were  thought  to  be  good  for  the 
public  welfare,  such  as  the  Festival  of  Empire,  the 
Bible  Society,  lectures  on  behalf  of  the  Association  for 
Prevention  of  Consumption,  Children's  Festival ;  and 
for  a  small  charge  to  the  Automobile  Association,  the 
licensed  grocers,  the  Fish  Exporters'  Association,  etc. ; 
nor  has  the  Board  limited  its  work  entirely  to  com- 
mercial enterprises,  for  after  two  abortive  attempts 
had  been  m.ade  to  start  the  Children's  Festival,  a 
number  of  members  of  the  Board  quickly  raised  a 
guarantee  fund,  which  enabled  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Rob- 
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inson  and  other  leaders  of  the  movem'ent  to  go  for- 
ward with  the  assurance  that  their  financial  needs 
would  be  met,  the  result  being  one  of  the  most 
splendid  events  during  the  Coronation  fesitivities. 

PROSPERITY 
'Newfoundland  has  experienced  for  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  and  is  still  experiencing,  a 
period  cif  very  great  prosperity.  It  would  almost 
seem  as  if  all  nature  had  conspired  this  year  to 
make  Newfoundland  the  one  place  of  all  cod-pro- 
ducing countries  where  success  should  attend  the 
effcirts  of  the  people.  The  success  of  the  Colony 
doubtless  depends  in  the  largest  degree  upon  the 
successful  outcome  of  the  fisheries,  and  this  year 
the  voyage  has  been  a  fairly  good  one,  for  which 
in  consequence  of  the  poorness  of  the  voyages  in 
other  countries,  there  has  been  a  very  keen  demand 
at  extraordinary  prices,  which  has  increased  the 
earnings  of  the  fishermen  very  largely  and  enabled 
them  to  spend  freely;  but  the  other  resources  of 
Newfoundland  are  making  themselves  felt  and  are 
contributing  substantially  to  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  Colony.  Amongst  the  various  industries 
may  be  mentioned  first  the  splendid  pulp  mills  of 
the  Anglo-Newfoundland  Development  Company, 
and  the  equally  good  but  smaller  ones  o-f  the  Albert 
Reed  Company,  and  the  Iron  Mines  of  Bell  Island. 
These  industries  are  subjected  to  fewer  vicissitudes 
than  the  fisheries,  and  are  calculated  to  provide  a 
more  regular  source  of  labor,  and  to  in  some  degree 
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do  away  with  the  fluctuations  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  Colony  which  were  experienced  in  years  gone 
by. 

The  importance  of  these  industries  -may  be 
guaged  from  the  fact  that  the  Anglo-Newfoundland 
Development  Company  are  at  the  present  time  em- 
ploying about  2,000  men,  in  addition  to  which  the 
loading  of  the  ships  employs  between  100  and  200 
m'ore,  according  to  requirements.  The  total  amount 
of  wages  paid  is  not  less  than  $900,000.00  a  year; 
while  the  mills  are  expected  to  have  an  annual  out- 
put, when  the  new  machines  are  installed,  of  be- 
tween 35,000  and  40,000  tons  of  ground  wood  pulp^ 
and  about  60,000  tons  of  paper. 

The  Albert  Reed  Company  also  employ  a 
considerable  number  of  men  in  similar  work.  An- 
other large  pulp  industry  is  in  process  of  fo^rmation 
at  Bay  of  Islands. 

The  importance  of  such  industries  as  these  to 
the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Colony  cannot  be 
exaggerated. 

The  construction  of  the  branch  lines  of  railway 
have  no  doubt  contributed  largely  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  laboring  classes. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  formally  opened 
the  first  of  these  to  Bonavista  on  November  8th,  His 
Excellency  being  received  by  the  populace  along  the 
route  with  much  enthusiasm. 
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Mr.  G.  C.  Fearn,  who  has  been  Secretary- 
Treasurer  since  the  incorporation  of  the  Boards 
vacates  his  office  by  lapse  of  time. 


